
Sponsoring a program, event or exhibit helps the Children’s Museum of 
the Lowcountry (CML) present quality educational experiences and  

exciting exhibits to the tri-county area and beyond.  It also provides your 
business with positive public recognition and promotional  

benefits for your clients and employees.  Volunteer opportunities also  
exist for corporate employees.  Corporate Sponsors are an important and 

appreciated addition to our CML donor family.  

Number of Annual Visitors:  120,000
Number of Email Addresses:  17,500

Number of Website Page Views:  274,000
Number of CML Family Members:  3,450

Programming Sponsorships

CML Camp Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $10,000    Tax Deductible Amount - $10,000

Each winter, spring and summer break, we have up to 750 children participate in CML Day 
Camps filled with hands-on activities, multiple art projects, story times and of course, PLAYtime 
in the Museum.  With different daily and weekly themes, such as “KaBOOM!, KerSPLAT!, The 
Science of Art”, “Ocean Commotion” and “Pirates and Princesses”, there is something to excite 
every child.

By sponsoring these camps, your business will help off-set the cost of promotional materials, 
camp supplies, counselors and training.  Additionally, scholarships will be made available to local 
children in the under-served community who are unable to afford the tuition.

Benefits:
As a CML Camp Sponsor, your business will be prominently featured on all promotional  
materials including monthly programming calendars, T-shirts, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook,  
CML Website, press releases and advertisements pertaining to CML Day Camps.

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM



Field Trip Sponsor 
Sponsorship Amount - $10,000 - $25,000   Tax Deductible Amount - $10,000 - $25,000

CML provides field trips free of charge for Pre-Kindergarten through Second Grade students at 
Title One schools in the tri-county area.  These field trips include admission to CML,  
transportation and lunch for the students and chaperones.  Sponsorship of this program would 
cover the cost of transportation, admission and lunch.  This program offers an underserved  
population the opportunity to PLAY and learn at CML, giving children a close-up, hands-on  
learning experience. 

Benefits:
As a Field Trip Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional materials 
including, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, press releases and advertisements pertaining 
to our Field Trip Program.

CML SuperStars Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $5,000 - $25,000   Tax Deductible Amount - $5,000 - $25,000

This wonderful outreach program is dedicated to serving families of children with special needs.  
CML SuperStars is hosted on the second and fourth Sunday of every month at the Museum from 
10:00am – 12:00pm and allows families to explore the Museum at their own pace, without the 
overstimulation of a crowded environment.  This is a free program for families to attend; however, 
registration is required. 

Since its launch, CML SuperStars has seen an overwhelming response from Lowcountry families 
and organizations working with special needs children.  Organizations include CCSD’s  
Department of Exceptional Children, South Carolina Autism Society, Carolina Autism, Special 
Olympics, MUSC Stars program, MUSC Family Connections, Trident Academy, Pattison’s  
Academy, South Carolina Autism Academy and the Down Syndrome Association of  
the Lowcountry.  

Susan Leiby, head of South Carolina Autism Society has come with her autistic son almost every 
month since the program began.  She is delighted to see CML establish this outreach effort  
because she says,  “Many times, families must choose between recreational activities and therapy 
for their children, CML SuperStars eliminates that choice – we can just come, PLAY and enjoy 
each other as a family.”  

Sponsorship of this program will help to offset staff time, resource materials, volunteer training 
and CML admission fees. 

Benefits: 
As a SuperStars Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional  
materials including our Visual Guide Book, monthly programming calendars, e-blasts,  
Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, press releases and advertisements pertaining to our  
SuperStars Program.



Early Connections Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $5,000 - $25,000   Tax Deductible Amount - $5,000 - $25,000

Focusing on children three months to three years, this program is designed to enhance  
connections between children and their adults.  Sessions are 30 minutes and occur four times 
per week. During each class, PLAYful rituals are introduced that enhance communication skills 
and social connections.  This program strengthens literacy, social, communication and problem 
solving skills while building self-connfidence. Since inception, attendance numbers have tripled.
  
Approximately 43% of children ages 3 to 5 living in SC are not enrolled in nursery school,  
preschool or kindergarten and often lack school readiness skills.  This number is steadily  
increasing; therefore, this program serves as a critical need to providing an early education skill 
set for children and their caretakers that will extend into the home.

Sponsorship would cover staff time, educational materials and manipulatives, promotional  
materials and a fee for an expert educator who teaches one session per month.

Benefits:
As an Early Connections Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional 
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Early Connections Program.  Company  
signage will also be provided for the classroom setting.

Artist-in-Residence Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $5,000 - $10,000    Tax Deductible Amount - $5,000  -  $10,000

The Artist-in-Residency Program is open to artists working in a variety of media including  
painting, sculpture, illustration and print-making.  The selected artist will take residence in the 
Museum’s dedicated Art Room and conduct hands-on workshops, weekly drop-in classes and 
informal demonstrations for Lowcountry children and their families.  The artist will also direct 
monthly art workshops for a visiting CML Title One partner school.  The residency provides a 
unique opportunity for children to interact with a professional artist during informal studio time 
while gaining an in-depth experience into the world of Art.  

Benefits:
As the Artist-in-Residence Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all  
promotional materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, 
CML Website, press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Artist-in-Residency Program.  
Company signage will also be provided for the Art Room.

  



CML Art Room and Art Programs Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $500 per month    Tax Deductible Amount - $500 per month
We are offering a 6 month and/or 12 month sponsorship opportunity.
 
The CML Art Room is one of the biggest and most popular exhibits in our Museum.  CML was 
founded on the belief that Art opens up a child’s eyes and allows them to embrace their  
imagination.  Every day at CML the Art Room offers several different crafts and projects from 
painting, to sculpting, to drawing and collage-making.  Additionally, each week there are several 
art-based programs that take place at CML and our Artist in Residence provides hands-on  
workshops, weekly drop-in classes and informal demonstrations for Lowcountry children and 
their familiesThese are open to the public, further increasing your company’s exposure.  

Benefits:
By sponsoring our Art Room and Programs, your business will be promoted on all  
promotional materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook 
and CML Website.  

Baby Scholars Sponsor 
Sponsorship Amount - $3,000     Tax Deductible Amount - $3,000

Developed by kindergarten and first grade teachers to empower parents to be their child’s first 
and most important teachers.  Parenting classes to improving kindergarten readiness, and  
ultimately long-term educational success, for children of underserved parents.  Currently this 
program is serving residents of the local Florence Crittenton and provides exposure to early 
learning techniques (such as those taught in our Early Connections Program) as well as the  
Museum in general.

Benefits:
As a Baby Scholars Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional  
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Baby Scholars Program.  Company signage 
will also be provided for the classroom setting.

How Do You PLAY? Cards Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $3,000     Tax Deductible Amount - $3,000

Created by CML educators, How Do You PLAY? cards include a set of 8 cards that are designed 
for specific age segments and aid adults in understanding abilities and age appropriate PLAY 
and language.  Each card also offers examples of how to continue this PLAY at home as well as 
additional resources.  These cards have been a tremendous resource for our visitors and have 
proven to be an extremely popular take away.

Benefits:
As a How Do You PLAY? Card Sponsor, your company will be placed on the back of all How Do 
You PLAY Cards as well as e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, press releases and 
advertisements pertaining to our How Do You PLAY? cards.  In addition, your company signage 
will be featured at the three card displays in the Museum.  



Event Sponsorships

Fam Jam Sponsorship 
Sponsorship Amount - $500 - $10,000    Tax Deductible Amount - $425 - $8,875

In its 11th year, FAM JAM is one of the Lowcountry’s favorite events.  CML transforms Marion 
Square into a giant PLAYground and community festival filled with physical activities, live music, 
healthy food and fun for the whole family.  The annual theme, the POWER OF PLAY, shows  
children and their families that being active can be fun.  With 65% of South Carolinian’s  
overweight and the first generation of American children to have a shorter life expectancy than 
their parents, CML and FAM JAM 2015 will take action.  Families can enjoy the day competing in 
a series of fun-filled physical challenges and engaging in educational activities that provide  
trustworthy and compelling information about healthy and active living.

FAM JAM 2015 promises to provide compelling information about nutrition and healthy activities 
that can be implemented by the entire family.  Change starts with the individual but without the 
support of the family unit, a child’s success is severely hampered.  CML removes this obstacle by 
addressing changes that support the family’s efforts.

FAM JAM is scheduled for Saturday, September 19th, 2015 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and CML is 
partnering with the City of Charleston’s Farmers Market in Marion Square to provide FREE  
admission for all.  CML will now be able to reach MORE children and their families.

Benefits:
As a FAM JAM sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional  
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our FAM JAM event.  Depending on your  
sponsorship level, there is an opportunity for your company to have a presence at the event.  
Please note, if you are interested in sponsoring this event we have a more detailed list of event 
specific sponsorship opportunities.



CML Annual Party Sponsor 
Sponsorship Amount - $500 - $15,000    Tax Deductible Amount - $400 - $13,525

The theme for this year’s Annual Party is Be a Kid Again and is set for Thursday, April 23rd, 
2015.  We will invite all CML members (nearly 3,500 families) to join us at the Museum for a fun 
and PLAYful evening of delicious food and drink, fabulous music and wonderful auction items as 
we celebrate our mission.  Proceeds from the party will ensure ALL children have a safe, magical 
and welcoming environment to enjoy the best educational opportunities and enriching cultural  
experiences.  The Children’s Museum of the Lowcountry is the place in Charleston where children 
and their families can experience the power of hands-on learning and creative PLAY.  By offering 
interactive exhibits and unique programming nearly every day of the year, CML contributes to 
the well-being of more than 120,000 children each year. 

Benefits:
As an Annual Party sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional  
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Be a Kid Again Party.  We expect between 
300-400 attendees.  Tickets will be given according to sponsorship level.  Please note, if you are 
interested in sponsoring this event we have a more detailed list of event specific sponsorship  
opportunities.

CML Character Breakfast Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $2,500     Tax Deductible Amount - $2,500

CML is thrilled to host its inaugural Character Breakfast this spring on Saturday, March 21st, 
2015.  For this event the Museum will be closed to the public for 2 hours while families come and 
enjoy breakfast with their favorite princesses, superheroes and storybook characters.  Each of 
the CML 9 exhibits will have 2-3 characters for children to meet and enjoy.  Tickets will be $25 
for  
members and $30 for non-members and children under one will be admitted free. 

Benefits:
As a Character Breakfast sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on the invitation 
and all promotional materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter,  
Facebook, CML Website, press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Character  
Breakfast.  Company signage will also be placed throughout the Museum during the event.  
Please note, if you are interested in sponsoring this event we have a more detailed list of event 
specific sponsorship opportunities.                                                                                                                         



CML Fall Fun House Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $2,500     Tax Deductible Amount - $2,500

The CML Fall Fun House offers a safe alternative to trick-or-treating.  This year’s event is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 25th.  The fun-filled carnival atmosphere provides educational 
activities, arts and crafts, face painting and of course, treats.  Children and parents are  
encouraged to dress up for the occasion in their favorite Halloween costume.  The children are 
able to “trick-or-treat” throughout the Museum thanks to CML community partners.  This secure 
indoor environment provides a safe haven for concerned families.

Benefits:
As a Fall Fun House Sponsor, your company will be prominently featured on all promotional 
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our Fall Fun House event.  Company signage 
would be prominently placed throughout the Museum for the event.

Exhibit Sponsorships
CML offers 9 exhibits throughout our 10,000 square foot building plus additional, outdoor 

garden and PLAY space.  Corporate sponsors provide necessary funding that enhances, creates 
or renovates exhibits as well as help to bring temporary traveling exhibitions to the community.  

With constant hands-on use by more than 120,000 visitors annually, exhibits occasionally need a 
face-lift or repair.  In 2014/2015 we have several exhibit sponsorship opportunities.

Traveling Exhibit Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $5,000-25,000+      Tax Deductible Amount - $5,000- $25,000+

Every other year CML features a traveling exhibit in the Museum for several months.  In 2014 
CML brought “The Big Adventure” to Charleston from the Children’s Museum of Houston.  The 
exhibit was a blockbuster for children of all ages, providing new and exciting experiences such 
as a climbing wall, tunnels of fun and a virtual flyer.  This particular exhibit was geared to  
challenge children (Birth to ten years old) mentally and physically; building problem solving 
skills and self-confidence in young explorers; and enhancing creativity.  In 2015, CML will begin 
investigating traveling exhibit opportunities for 2016.   

Benefits:
As a Traveling Exhibit Sponsor your company will be prominently featured on all promotional 
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to our new exhibit addition.  Your company will 
also be recognized at an opening reception for the exhibit and prominent company signage will 
be located in the exhibit.



Tod Pod Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $5,000- $25,000+    Tax Deductible Amount - $5,000- $25,000+

Tod Pods are small activity areas appropriate for toddlers that are installed in a particular exhibit 
or experience to better serve families with children of multiple ages.  The area will be contained 
but the child will not feel confined.  A Tod Pod helps CML to achieve the programmatic focus 
areas that were set forth by our strategic plan, and our hope is to eventually add one to every 
exhibit space.

Sponsorship of a Tod Pod in one of CML’s exhibits affords your company a unique opportunity 
to reach a large number of families both living in and visiting the Charleston area.  Through 
customized promotions that are easily adaptable to your strategic goals, a Tod Pod sponsorship 
provides the opportunities to link your organization’s mission to a strong educational resource, 
as well as create awareness of your commitment to supporting the community.  

Benefits:
As a Tod Pod Sponsor your company will be prominently featured on all promotional materials, 
including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, press  
releases and advertisements pertaining to our new exhibit addition.  You will also have  
prominent company signage located in the exhibit.

Castle Upgrade Sponsor
Sponsorship Amount - $25,000+     Tax Deductible Amount - $25,000+

CML’s Castle Exhibit is a visitor favorite!  Children love the opportunity to dress up as their  
favorite prince or princess and explore the various nooks and crannies of the medieval structure.  
With all of the PLAYing that happens in the Castle, it is time to provide a much needed facelift.  
We constantly strive to make the Museum fresh and exciting for each and every visitor.  The goal
would be to make the second floor of the structure more open and accessible, particularly for 
parents.  We would also like to open up some of the enclosed spaces by adding windows and to 
bring in natural light and parent visibility. 

Benefits:
As a Castle Upgrade sponsor your company will be prominently featured on all promotional 
materials, including monthly programming calendars, e-blasts, Twitter, Facebook, CML Website, 
press releases and advertisements pertaining to the upgraded exhibit.  You will also have  
prominent company signage located in the exhibit.

QUESTIONS?
ELLIE TILLER

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
843.853.8962 X238

ELLIE@EXPLORECML.ORG


